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CHAPTER     I
A  GREAT AWAKENING
"THE earlier half of the eighteenth century in England*',
says the Cambridge Modern History, "was an age of materialism,
a period of dim ideals and expiring hopes; before the middle
of the century its character was transformed; there appeared
a movement headed by a mighty leader, who brought
forth water from the rocks to make a barren land live
again/51
This is the judgment of an English historian. What is the
verdict of great scholars abroad? Professor filie Hal6vy, of
the Sorbonne, Paris, has given us perhaps the most pene-
trating study of English Modern History yet made. In the
course of his titanic labours he has dissected both the
political and economic institutions of Britain: in neither
can he discover the secret of her social development. He is
forced back upon the Evangelical Revival as the chief
inspiration of all that is most heroic in modern Britain.
Maintaining that it brought under its influence first the
Dissenting Churches, then the Establishment, and finally
secular opinion, he proceeds: "We shall explain by this
movement the extraordinary stability which English society
was destined to enjoy throughout a period of revolution
and crises; what we may truly term the miracle of modern
England, anarchist but orderly, practical and business-like,
but religious and even pietist." *
Again, Dr. Parkes Cadman, one of the most remarkable
of our American contemporaries, proclaims his continent's
1 Vol. vi, p, 76, written by H. W. V. Temperley.
3 History of the English People, p. 339 (vol. i. of translation from the French).